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MESSAGE BY THE BISHOP

The apostle Paul declares 1 Timothy 3:1 that “anyone who aspires to the office of overseer , he
desires a noble task.” | would apply this text also to the pastoral ministry that anyone who aspires
to be a pastor, he desires a noble task.

The Lutheran Church in Singapore needs men and women in active discipleship — children of God
following Christ and learning of Christ that they be like Christ. It is my prayer that among these
active disciples will emerge men and women, in response to the need of the church and the call of
God, avail themselves to be equipped to be pastors.

At least 5 pastors are due for retirement within the next 5 years. Is God calling you to be His
servant?

| never saw myself to be a pastor, much less a bishop when | responded to God’s call to full time
ministry.

With a growing desire to serve God more and more, | merely responded to God saying, “Lord, | do
not know what | can be or do but here | am.” Availing myself to be trained was the first step. In the
course of training at Singapore Bible College, | struggled with Theological subjects but did well in
Christian Education and Practical ministry subjects as such | was considering full time children
ministry options.

| remember a conversation with Dr. Keith Hinton a few weeks before my graduation in 1982. He
asked me about my plans after graduation. | told him | was exploring parish work with children or
ministry with Child Evangelism Fellowship because | felt they are in the area of my giftings.

He smiled and told me to reconsider as he saw in me something else. He was impressed with my
versatilities and said | should consider pastoral ministry or missions, especially in the area of church
planting. | laughed but submitted to the decision of the Executive Council when they moved to
assigh me to Bedok Lutheran Church, to assist Rev. Nelson and be mentored by him. The rest is
history.

You may not think or feel that you have what it takes to be a pastor, must less a good pastor. May
| beg you to pray that the Lord of the Church, the Lord of the harvest will raise up more young men
and women for the church.

In my experience, apart from the Lord, the tasks and responsibilities of the Pastoral ministry is very
daunting. However, with the Lord’s help, each day is an opportunity to experience Him in a very
special way. After serving God as pastor, missionary and bishop for 37 years, God’s words to Paul
was also true for me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” It
was in my weakness and dependence on God that the power of God was experienced.




