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MESSAGE BY THE BISHOP

The apostle Paul declares 1 Timothy 3:1 that “anyone who aspires to the office of overseer , he
desires a noble task.” | would apply this text also to the pastoral ministry that anyone who aspires
to be a pastor, he desires a noble task.

The Lutheran Church in Singapore needs men and women in active discipleship — children of God
following Christ and learning of Christ that they be like Christ. It is my prayer that among these
active disciples will emerge men and women, in response to the need of the church and the call of
God, avail themselves to be equipped to be pastors.

At least 5 pastors are due for retirement within the next 5 years. Is God calling you to be His
servant?

| never saw myself to be a pastor, much less a bishop when | responded to God’s call to full time
ministry.

With a growing desire to serve God more and more, | merely responded to God saying, “Lord, | do
not know what | can be or do but here | am.” Availing myself to be trained was the first step. In the
course of training at Singapore Bible College, | struggled with Theological subjects but did well in
Christian Education and Practical ministry subjects as such | was considering full time children
ministry options.

| remember a conversation with Dr. Keith Hinton a few weeks before my graduation in 1982. He
asked me about my plans after graduation. | told him | was exploring parish work with children or
ministry with Child Evangelism Fellowship because | felt they are in the area of my giftings.

He smiled and told me to reconsider as he saw in me something else. He was impressed with my
versatilities and said | should consider pastoral ministry or missions, especially in the area of church
planting. | laughed but submitted to the decision of the Executive Council when they moved to
assigh me to Bedok Lutheran Church, to assist Rev. Nelson and be mentored by him. The rest is
history.

You may not think or feel that you have what it takes to be a pastor, must less a good pastor. May
| beg you to pray that the Lord of the Church, the Lord of the harvest will raise up more young men
and women for the church.

In my experience, apart from the Lord, the tasks and responsibilities of the Pastoral ministry is very
daunting. However, with the Lord’s help, each day is an opportunity to experience Him in a very
special way. After serving God as pastor, missionary and bishop for 37 years, God’s words to Paul
was also true for me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” It
was in my weakness and dependence on God that the power of God was experienced.










Ordination of |

Pastor Andrew Thinagaran was ordained with much
rejoicing at Jurong Christian Church (JCC) on 6th July
2019. It was especially memorable as he served as a
Pastor at JCC from 2010 until his reassignment to
Queenstown Lutheran Church on 1 January 2019.
Members from both of these churches were in atten-
dance together with LCS Co-Workers / Reps and Ps
Andrew’s extended family members.

The ordination service was conducted by Bishop Terry
Kee with the laying of hands by Bishop, Rev Lu Guan
Hoe the Secretary of LCS and his two ordination pro-
cess supervisors Dr Jeffrey Truscott and Dr Samuel
Wang.

Ps Andrew’s passion is in making Christ-like disciples,
grounding members in God’s word / ways and building
a loving / serving community. Studying the Book of
Concord, he has developed his Lutheran convictions
and now enjoys teaching the Lutheran distinctive. For
his conversion testimony, please check out
https://glc.lutheran.org.sg/qlc-testimonies/.




~astor Andrew Thinagaran
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L&iﬂCouncii_m;

The LCS Councilmen Forum 2019 was held at
Jurong Christian Church on Saturday 17th August
2019. In the morning session Bishop Terry Kee
shared on danger of how modern culture has
impacted the church, besides the moral and
ethical issues. The Councilmen then discussed on
what should the culture of their church be, in their
own congregation’s context. It was a good time of
sharing of the challenges faced, the vision and
possibilities of what the church culture can be.

In the afternoon, Bishop Terry Kee shared on the
obstacles that inhibits evangelism and the various
creative ways other churches have overcome
them resulting in an evangelistic culture. The coun-
cilmen reflected in their own groups on how their
own church can creatively evangelise and develop
an evangelistic church culture.

It was a blessed time of sharing and fellowship
among church council members getting to catch
up and know one another although they from
various LCS congregations.
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JOY IN THE MIDST OF SUFFERINGS

By Lanny Widjaja

The 22nd Annual Retreat of the Sisters’ Fellowship was held on 27 April
2019 at Bedok Lutheran Church. Pastors and members from many
congregations of the Lutheran Church in Singapore supported the

event.

The climax of the event was a message on “Joy in the Midst of
Sufferings” by Mrs. Lucy Lim. Lucy delivered the message in English,
with Mrs. Eric Chan translating it into Mandarin. The message was very

touching and inspiring.

Lucy has been actively serving the Lord for over 40 years, in her
church, as well as Vision Trust Asia, Bible Study Fellowship and
Singapore Youth for Christ. A teacher at heart, her passion is to bring
God’s Word to women and the next generation. Recently retired due to
her cancer prognosis, she now enjoys spending time with her family,
individuals, groups and women at large.

Lucy had cancer for the first time in 2000. In March 2017 her cancer re-
curred and it was at stage 4. Currently she is going through chemother-
apy. People wondered how she could still smile after the doctor said

that she had only some months to live.

Lucy highlighted that joy and suffering are both characteristics of our
Christian faith. Jesus said that there will be suffering in the world (John

16:33), but He told us not to worry (Matthew 6:34).

Lucy differentiated joy from happiness. Happiness is a temporary
satisfaction. Joy is a firm belief that God loves us and looks after us no
matter what happens, and we find rested-ness. Joy is independent of
circumstances. It resides in our hearts and it comes out of a deep and
vibrant relationship with God, and believing God.

Lucy wrote her life story titled “Joy beyond cancer”. She wrote in the
book a few essentials to help us experience joy in the midst of
suffering: having a community, faith in the Lord and reaching out to
others. In her message, Lucy focused on three basic essentials:
gratitude, attitude and solitude.

Gratitude

We must show gratitude to God, because Jesus has come to the
world and brought us salvation. Jesus told His disciples, “Do not
rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are

written in heaven.” (Luke 10:20)

Lucy shared that her worst-case scenario is actually her best scenar-
io. She lives her life with the end in mind. When she dies, she will
have salvation and eternal life. Every day she thinks of the day when
she will be with the Lord — a time when there will be no more pain, no
more tears; for this world is not our home and we are just passing
through. “In light of eternity, our present suffering is light and
momentary.” (2 Cor 4:17)

Whoever does not know Jesus, his suffering will be forever.

Attitude

Our attitude on how we react when something bad happens is
important. Lucy’s friends got angry with God, when they heard about
her illness. When people question God’s love, their attitude may lead
to a cold war with God. Some people even leave their faith, because
they think that God is not powerful.

Lucy thought that it is alright to lament, but we should not let it linger
or grow in disappointment with God; because this attitude will lead to
a hardened heart. We should remember that God is sovereign and
in control of all things in the world, in the church and in our life. “All
the days ordained for me were written in our book before one of them
came to be.” (Psalm 139:16)



When Lucy discovered that her cancer had recurred, she resolved to
face it better this time, and to journey together with the Lord. Her
attitude is to surrender to the sovereignty of God and trust Him.

Suffering develops our character, so that we can be more Christ like.

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many
kinds because you know that the testing of your faith develops

perseverance - and maturity.” (James 1:2-4)

“We can be full of joy here and now even in our trials and troubles.
Taken in the right spirit these very things will give us patient
endurance; this in turn will develop a mature character, and a
character of this sort produces a steady hope, a hope that will never
disappoint us.” (Romans 5:3-5)

Jesus sets the example for us, as shown by the following verses.

In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus prayed three times to the
Father. “If possible, let this cup be removed from Me, yet not My will
but Yours be done” (Matthew 26:39-44)

“For the joy set before Him He endured the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
(Hebrews 12:2)

“A joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the
bones.” (Proverbs 17:22) Lucy’s pathologist advised her to maintain
joy. When we are happy, our body will create chemicals that stop the

cancer from growing.

Solitude

When we are going through pain and suffering, there will be lots
going on in our minds and our hearts. Thus, we need to quiet down
and re-align ourselves with God. The priority is for us to sit with God
daily, when we can pour our hearts to Him and allow Him to speak to

us. We let God chart our future and give us peace.

“The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save, He
will rejoice over you with gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He
will exult over you with loud singing!” (Zephaniah 3:17)

“In Your presence there is fullness of joy.” (Psalm 16:11)

Lucy acted as the Lord’s mouth piece, even in her suffering. After her
moving message, the retreat participants watched performances
from different congregations, including a dance, Cantonese and
English songs, and a ukulele item. The retreat ended with a

sumptuous dinner enjoyed by all.

The offering of SGD 2,487.55 received at this year’s retreat was given

to the International Lutheran Seafarers’ Mission.
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SPIRITUALITY OF THE CROSS A SEMINAR BY DR PETER Ll on 7 Apr 2019

A Reflection by Revd Soh Guan Kheng

This was a pivotal moment in his spiritual life — when he decided that it was time for him to settle into a church community,
Dr Peter Li had three choices — three longstanding Christian traditions to choose from — Baptist, Methodist and Lutheran.
He decided to attend the Lutheran church first, because he was baptized in a Lutheran church. He never looked back.
He found that the Service moved him deeply, with its confession of sins, and its use of the Apostle’s Creed. There was
no need for him to look elsewhere, this was the church, the tradition and the spirituality that he would imbibe and
embrace.

What a refreshing thing to hear, | thought. So often | hear of how our Lutheran members have chosen to leave our
churches and join other churches, and how one reason for that is because our Service or liturgy is boring. It was so
good to hear someone articulate an appreciation for our Liturgy from the word “go”, and how corporate worship

2 is inseparable from our understanding and practice of spirituality.
ﬁ “=e.__ This provides me with a springboard from which | will share 2 reflections regarding the spirituality of
;%— the cross.

' First, the theological centre of the spirituality of the cross. Spirituality, which has to do with the
L daily spiritual life of a Christian, must have a theological anchor. For Lutherans, this anchor is the
L= doctrine of justification by God’s grace through faith in Christ Jesus our Lord.

ras
Ll

- -

‘;v;;t_ Dr. Li spoke of his being touched by the 2 confessions in our liturgy — the confession and absolution of sins
' = and the confession of faith using the Apostles’ Creed. These are poignant applications of justification by faith
to our daily life. They help us to get the starting point right — the starting point of the spirituality of the cross is
not the aspiration or the effort towards God-pleasing holy or victorious living. Rather it is admitting our utter sinfulness
and our utter inability in our own will, wisdom and works to ever please God. It is the starting point of the tax collector,
not the Pharisee in the temple of God, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” (Luke 18:9-14) Before God, then, we are poor,
miserable sinners who deserve death, but who are instead given forgiveness and declared righteous because of the fin-
ished work of Christ on the cross for us. This gracious gift is indeed given when the called and ordained Pastor declares
us forgiven in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and is received by simple trust in that name. This trust, this
faith, itself a gift created in us by the Holy Spirit and the word of God, we gladly confess using the Apostles’ Creed.

=t

The Creed itself, a summary of what the Scriptures teach and witness about who God is and what He still does for us
everyday, points us to the cross of Christ. As Dr Li said, the “cross” in the “spirituality of the cross” refers to the cross of
Christ, not to our crosses. The cross of Christ, His death and resurrection, is the heart and centre of His gracious work of
justification by faith, which the Holy Spirit enables us to live out everyday in all of our callings in life, as Christians, as
parents, as sons and daughters, as husbands and wives, as employers and employees, as citizens of our nation.
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My second reflection flows from the first. The theological anchor of the spirituality of the cross is the doctrine
of justification by grace through faith in Christ and His finished work on the cross for us. But how and where
is this justification proclaimed and indeed procured by us — how is this spirituality birthed in us and nurtured to
maturity? Answer, in the church of Jesus Christ, gathered by the Holy Spirit into His presence to receive His
word and sacraments. The importance of the church in the spirituality of the cross cannot be underestimated.
The spirituality of the cross is a spirituality that is founded, grown and blessed by God in and through the
ministry of the church, including the local church like ours.

We recall that Dr. Li returned to the church where he was baptized, and was touched by the Liturgy of the
Divine Service. In contrast to the individualistic spirituality today which pronounces people as disciples of
Jesus based on their personal decision and raising of their hands to accept Christ, he stressed that Lutheran
spiritualty emphasizes God’s action in baptism to make us His disciples as Christ Himself clearly commanded
the church in the Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-20, and which the Apostle Peter clearly obeyed and
taught in Acts 2:38. ltis for the church that Christ instituted the meal of bread and wine with the clear promises:
This is my body...this is my blood...for the forgiveness of sins {(Matt 26:26-28; 1 Cor 11:23-26), and it is to the
church From its very beginning the church was the gathering of the baptized for the apostles’ teaching, fellow-
ship, the breaking of bread and prayer (Acts 2:38-42). To quote from Dr. Li’s notes: the spirituality of the cross
is not the spirituality of the Christian individual, but spirituality of the Christian community. Echoing Luther,
John Calvin said, those who have God as their Father will necessarily have the Church as their Mother who
give them their birth, feed and nurture them unto maturity.

With the proliferation of mass media and social media, Christians are increasingly swayed towards individual-
istic spirituality, and away from the spirituality of the Christian community. The rise of the Cell Group Church
has also shifted the epicenter of God’s actions for sinners from the assembly of the church to the cell group.
Why go to church if | can listen to best songs and the best speakers at home? Why must | go to church for
prayer when | can pray by myself at home? Why not just have Holy Communion at home without the ordained
minister? The spiritualty of the cross teaches us that just as our physical lives are given and nurtured through
our families, spiritual life is birthed in baptism and nurtured in His word and His body and blood, which He
avails to us through the church. Just as learning to honor our parents, our values, our traditions, and to
communicate with others is inconceivable without the family, learning to worship, pray and love our neighbors
is inconceivable without the church.

The spirituality of the cross tells us that Christ died on the cross to draw all people to Himself, to give us the
right to become the children of God — His family, His people, His community, His church — in and through which
He is at work through the means of grace, His word and sacraments. Through word and sacrament He creates
and strengthens us with faith towards God and fervent love for our neighbors. It is a spirituality that drives me
to church and to the divine service week after week, because there all that Christ has won for me on the cross
are given to me as He has promised, and with those gifts, the power to live out our daily lives as His holy
people, forgiven and free to live not for ourselves, but for God and neighbor. Amen.
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TURNING LIVES TOWARDS JESUS
The Afternoon Activity
Jan-June 2019

By Romans Wong

| thank the Lord that | can be a part of His work here in Bangkok, Thailand. Five and a half years
has passed and day after day, | am still awed by His faithfulness in the community of NONGMAI.

It been very much a part of my life now to live and minister to the kids here. Everyday, there is only
one prevailing thought in my mind and that is; how can | help these kids to turn their hearts to Jesus
in the way they think, in the way they express their feelings towards those they live with, like their
parents, siblings and friends. My work is not just to organize activities to occupy their free time after
school, but to give them a place with a different environment from that of the slum. One of love, ac-
ceptance and joy where they can dwell in the love of Jesus, where they grow to be a positive influ-
ence to the society but most importantly a disciple of Christ.

15 JULY
It's a challenge of going against the culture and life patterns of a particular living environment and
culture.

Without even realizing it, they create for themselves a vicious cycle of unhealthy characters, social
habits and behaviors which inevitably flow into their teenage life and adulthood. This is further rein-
forced by the examples they see at home; most of which are dysfunctional. So these kids watch,
copy and paste that into their lives. Many of these kids are not bad, they just lack LOVE. Many
desire attention, affirmation, acceptance and approval. For the kids that | work with, they are learn-
ing that they do not have to fight, take revenge and be angry just to get these.

| thank the Lord for the “Afternoon Activity” where the kids can come and find a safe place where
they can laugh and enjoy every single moment with their friends without the unnecessary strife.

{picture of they laughing and playing) it took 4 years for these kids to stay regularly everyday 3-4
hours just for me to cultivate positive mindset, to share the love of Jesus , to teach biblical principle
and to pray together(pictures of praying together) Many kids and youths have come and go but
those who stayed, we can see a change in their mindset and behaviors towards themselves and
one another. For this reason, the Afternoon Activity is essential for it provides an alternative for the
kids; one which they can grow up in love and proper guidance.
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He came from a family who deal with drugs. He used to be an angsty boy who likes to stir
trouble with other kids and often fights. Ever since he came to the Afternoon Activity's
program regularly. He has changed to become a smiley boy who learns to be at peace with
other kids in the Afternoon Activity. He enjoys the company and loves the loving
atmosphere here. | thank God for His work in the lives of the kids here, even though they
may hot realize it. May they one day understand that the Lord has always been with
them when they come to know the Him.

TURNING LIVES TOWARDS JESUS

PRAYERS

Please keep this work in your prayers

-The work of the Holy Spirit in their lives, to change their hearts towards God.

-The continuation of financial support to keep the work going after next year (as the
Norway Mission Board decided to stop funding this work from 2021 onwards)
-Good health and good sleep

-for me, so that | can be in good shape to do His work

-Opportunity and learning moments to teach them about God and their need for God
through their everyday life

-These kids will eventually be the godly influence in this community to other kids and
bring them to Afternoon Activity and eventually to Christ
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