MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP

“Who am | that | should be Bishop of the Lutheran Church in Singapore.”
That was the reason | hesitated to accept the nomination in 2009.

I remember a conversation with a co-worker who urged me not to be
too quick in my rejection lest | am rejecting God’s call.

He advised that | should take time to pray and seek God’s will and
purpose.

It was with trembling and much prayers that | accepted the nomination
and was elected. There were many challenges in the past eight years
and through it all | experienced God’s presence and help.

| believed that it was never about me and everything about God and His
church. It was for this reason that | hesitated to accept the nomination
again this year, trusting that just as He was with me, He will be with
whoever else elected.

In submission to God’s will, | accepted the nomination.

On the other hand, | could not help hoping there was another candidate.
Since elected, | pray that | may be found faithful unto the end.

Please pray for me and with me as | seek to address these 3 concerns.

* Growing Leaders in ministry
It is of great concern to me that of the 23 pastors of LCS, we have 6
retiring within the next 5 years and another 7 from 6 to 10 years.

Are we intentionally forming our younger pastors to lead congregations
well and are we calling younger people into the ministry and ministry
formation?

It is my prayer and hope that the whole church recognizes this need.
Pray for God to help us identify people whom He called and accompany
them in confirming that call.

* Growing Faith of our next generation

We are concern for our children and children’s children faith formation.
How can we best nurture them in the Lord?

Starting with the home, we need to challenge the parents to be model
to their children and equip them to be spiritual mentor.

We encouraged families to worship together as families, encourage
congregations to make available “Growing Faith at Home” for their.
members that they can use to engage their family in spiritual
conversations and prayer.

We instruct young children about Holy Communion with their parents
so that they can be nourished by the Body and Blood of Christ since
young and we produced “Growing as God’s people” in both Chinese
and English so our young and be well instructed in the Faith.

It is my prayer that all congregations and continue to use the
resources available and intentional promoting them.

* Growing as Witnesses to the Gospel
“l am not ashamed of the Gospel for it is the power of God unto
salvation to those who believe.”

(Rom. 1:16) Our forefathers suffered
much to preserve true Faith in the
True Gospel of Grace of the Living
God.

Itis my prayers that every member W&
realized that God has entrusted this %7,
great treasure to us not only for '
our own salvation but for the
salvation of all who would believe.
It is my hope that all pastors and
leaders of the church do whatever
we can to ensure that we remain
true to this faith and every member
do whatever we can that others
may also “come to believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son
of God, and that by believing
God has indeed bless us and
| pray that all of us, having
been blessed may be a
blessing in both
Singapore and
beyond.
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