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The words "missions" and "reformation” are not often closely associated. However, the
world wide Lutheran community is undoubtedly heavily involved in missions, and has
been for centuries. Without such missions there would be no Lutheran Church in
Singapore today. Missions is a large part of the ministry of the Lutheran Church in
Singapore. Despite our small size and very limited resources, we are actively doing
missions in Thailand, Cambodia, Mongolia, China and even some on local soill We
have sent full-time ordained and lay workers to Thailand, Cambodia and Mongolia.
Many of our members have been on mission trips to one or more of these countries.

What then, is our understanding of missions as Lutherans? What is distinctive about it?
The topic of the Reformation Day Seminar 2016 sought to give us insight into this
important part of our ministry: Delivering the Sacred Service - The Impact of the
Reformation on Missions. Once again we were privileged to have the Rev. Dr. Stephen
Oliver, New Testament Professor, China Lutheran Seminary, and the Rt. Rev. Terry
Kee, Bishop of the Lutheran Church in Singapore as our speakers. They were the
speakers for our Reformation Day Seminar in 2014.

The seminar was also a good opportunity for the members from all our Lutheran
congregations in Singapore to come together for fellowship and learning. We rejoiced
that over 200 people attended the seminar on October 30, which was Reformation
Sunday. The evening began with a fellowship dinner, followed by the seminar proper.
The theological and practical aspects were presented by Dr. Oliver and Bishop Kee
respectively, and in both English and Mandarin. What a blessing that both our speakers
were fluent in both languages!

The impact of the Reformation on missions is the very message of missions itself - the
pure Gospel of salvation: justification by faith alone, grace alone and Christ alone. This
wonderful justification is delivered in God's Word and the means of grace which radiate
in and out of the Divine Service. This was a radical message which Luther
rediscovered and preached from Scripture, breaking with other "versions" of the Gospel
which inevitably require some form of works for salvation. Instead, good works are
given their proper place: "Your good works, growing in Christ, and sanctification cannot
save you, but they can save others!" Luther himself embodied the impact of this
message of justification by faith alone, grace

alone and Christ alone when he wrote: “There is nothing | want more than to
make His Gospel known to the world and to convert many people." May this
Gospel which impacted Luther himself, impact us as well, as we continue our
active involvement in missions.

Many thanks to our speakers, to the staff and helpers from Yishun Christian
Church {Lutheran) who organized and hosted the event, and to all our pastors
and brethren from all our congregations who assisted and participated in one
way or another. May the Lord bless the work of our hands.

Rev. Soh Guan Kheng
10/11/2016
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