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Messaoe from the Bisfiop

Since serving as bishop of the
Lutheran Church, I was asked no
less than 5 times how old is the
Lutheran Church in Singapore. I
usually ended up telling them that
it depends on which occasion
would we consider to be our birth.
If we start from the arrival of the
first missionary of the United
Lutheran Church of America to
Malaya, we will be 60 in 2013.

If we count from the establishment
of the first congregation in
Singapore, we are 53 years old.
However, if we count from the day
we become the Lutheran Church
in Singapore, we are only 15 years
old.
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more and more second and third
generations believers in our

midst. It is our desire that the
next generation would love God
wholeheartedly and remain faithful
to God as his witnesses. But how
can we turn that desire into a
reality?

It is interesting to note that God’s
words to the Israelites about the
instructions to their children and
children’s children so that they
may fear the Lord began with the
declaration “Hear, O Israel: The
LORD our God, the LORD is one.
Love the LORD your God with all
your heart and all your soul and
with all your strength.” (Deut. 6:4-
5)

Before we can expect our children
to love and fear the LORD as God,
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they need to see us loving and
fearing the LORD as God. Before
we can expect them to Love the
LORD our God with all their heart,
they need to see us loving the
LORD our God with all our hearts.

The first challenge for us is to fear,
love and trust God in such a way
that it is visible to our children and
our children’s children. We are
called to model for them a life of
faith and dependency that they too
may trust and depend upon God.

The instruction of God in
Deuteronomy 6 continues

with these words “These
commandments that I give you
today are to be on your hearts.”
(Deut. 6:6)

The second challenge for us is to
so love the Word of God that our
children too may love it.

Deuteronomy 6 continues “Impress
them on your children. Talk about
them when you sit at home and
when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you
get up...” (Deut. 6:7) This is a call
to use every opportunity available
and to spare no efforts to instruct
them about God. Itis a call to
nurture their faith in God and to
mentor their life with God.

If we do not model and mentor
them today, we may lose them
tomorrow! May God grant you His
wisdom as you seek to disciple
your children for Christ.
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